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FEW words feem at prefent to be necefiry, on 
the general fubjeét of Reviews. A new kind of 
publication has of Jate arifen, bearing the fame name, 
but in its nature, very different. Such we mean, as the 
Edinburgh Review, and others, fince publifhed, in 
imitation or emulation of that work*. We with 
not, in the leaft, to cenfure thefe publications. We 
allow them all to have difplayed, in turn, diftinguifh- 
ed abilities; and to have been often ufeful, entertain- 
ing, and inftructive to the public. We feel no fur- 
prife at the attraction which they have poffeffed, 
Our object is only to diftinguifh, and to fhow that, 
however thefe books may deferve patronage, they are 
not in faét Reviews, as to their principal defign and 
contents. Whoever knows the influence of names will 
allow, that to point out this diftin€lion, if it be real, is 
no fuperfluous effort on our parts, but an act of juft 
and neceffary felf-defence. 

We obferved, ona former occafion, that Reviews 
ought to be, fo far as is practicable, complete hifto- 
ries of contemporary literature. In repeating which, 
we mean nct to affert that fo much is ftri¢tly implied 


* It is whimfical enough that they all fo exa@tly copy the form 
and appearance of that work as to be liable to be miftaken for it, 


without reading. 
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in the name, but that fuch has generally been the de- 
fign and attempt of perfons who wrote Reviews in 
this country; and that fuch a record, under whatever 
name, isin itfelf defirable, will not we think be de- 
nied. Such it has been our uniform attempt to ren- 
der the BritisnH Critic; and to make it in that 
reipect fill more ufeful, we firft ftruck out the plan 
of thefe half-yearly prefaces, in which we briefly re- 
capitulate the works which beft deferve attention ; 
adding references to our larger criticifms, for the more 
detailed account of each. This plan has given fatis- 
faction, and has in fome inftances been imitated. 

Many books after all, as happens to every fuch Re- 
view, we are conicious of having paft by or over- 
looked; but it has feldom been by defign; and the 
accidents that have occafioned fuch omiffions may be 
as eafily imagined as repeated. Sometimes the ill- 
nefs or even death of a coadjutor; fometimes difap- 
probation of what was offered to us; and fometimes, 
becaufe we have fairly had doubts refpetting the 
fubje&t of the work. Once or twice we have paffed 
by a book, in confideration of the peculiar cir- 
cumftances of the author, whom cenfure might have 
injured, and to whom we could not give approbation. 
Whatever caufe produces long delay, is likely, ina 
periodical work, to produce entire omiffion; fince 
new objects are continually arifing, with more urgent 
demands, and more intereft attached to ‘them in Y the 
eye of the public, than belongs to fuch as aré lefs re- 
cent. 

Weare far from uniting in opinion with thofe who 
think that a Review fhould be a felection; and that 
there is little ufe in noticing bad or trifling works.— 
The vanity and prefumption of foolith writers ought 
to be repreffed, for the fake of the writers them- 
felves, as well as for the fake of the public: and the 
-mifchievous are too indulgently treated if they are 
only pafied over in filence. Much more than the coft 
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of a Review may be faved to many perfons, by being 


told what they ought not to buy; and the extreme 


ignorance of fome pretenders to authorfhip, is even 
a curious circumftance in the hiftery ,of the human 
mind; as may very often be feen in our Monthly Ca- 
talogue, particularly under the head of Poetry. 

If then a fervice of this nature be effential- to the 
public ; if it be defirable that a complete hiftory of 
the publications of any period fhould be at all attain- 
able*, we fay, without fear of contradiction, that 
thefe objeéts cannot be effected by any one or even 
all of thofe publications which notice only eight or 
ten books in a quarter of ayear. The average num- 
ber of works mentioned, more or lefs explicitly, in 
each monthly publication of the BririsH Critic, is 
about thirty-five, which gives, in the whole year, the 
number of four hundred and twenty ; and even this 
amount is ufually, as we have candidly ftated, deficient. 
What progrefs then can critics make who notice only 
forty, at the moft, in the fame period, and feveral of 
thofe perhaps not connected with Britifh literature? 
We defire not to contend about a name, or we might 
contend, that, in a Review, books ought to be re- 
viewed, whereas, in the publications here alluded 
to, the title of a book (or even of feveral together) 
ferves frequently as a mere introduction to an origi- 
nal differtation, of great extent, in which the contents, 
the merits, or demerits of the introducing work are 
not even mentioned or alluded to. This then is evi- 
dently not a critique but a new pamphlet on the fame 
fubject, and requiring to be reviewed as much as that 
or thofe which gave oecafion toit. But waving this, 
as bearing chiefly upon the name of Review, we haf- 
ten to conclude this introduction. 


* What cannot be done by means of any one Review, even on 
the old plan, may be effected by a comparifon of three or’ four, 
fince very few books are omitted by all of thofe who undertake 
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What, it may be afked, is our defign? Is it to 
diminifh the fale of the works herein defcribed ? Far 
otherwife. We read them ourfelves, and were they 
confidered as books, not journals, would review, 
and often recommend them. They are in truth col- 
lections of effays or differtations, fometimes critical, 
but more frequently political; generally very able, 
often learned, and fometimes calculated to be highly 
ufeful. Yet though we could not perhaps always 
do what they have done, and fometimes certainly 
would not if we could, yet moft clearly what we 
profefs and perform, with whatever fuccefs, the pro- 
duction of a regular record of Britifh literature, THEY 
do not even attempt, and therefore fhould not be con- 
fidered as occupying the fame ground. 

Let it not then be faid that there are at prefent fo 
many Reviews; when in fact there are none, ac- 
cording to the original acceptation of the word, ex- 
cepting thofe which proceed upon the old plan. We 
plead not for preference, Let the public prefer, if 
they be really preferable, differtations on a very few 
works, to a general account of many. But let things 
at leaft be rightly underftood; and let thofe who with 
for a Review, that they may know what pafles in the 
literary world, be aware how little progrefs they can 
make, in that object, with the beft conduéted felec- 
tions. ‘The Preface, which we are now about to be- 
gin, will contain more literary fats than -feveral vo- 
lumes of quarterly effays, however ingenious, able, 
or amufing. 


Divinity. 


It has happened fometimes, that we have forborne 
to fpeak of a work in the preface, becaufe the account 
of it was hitherto incomplete in our volume, There 
3 can 
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can be no occafion for this caution refpecting the 
Bifbop of Lincoln’s truly excellent Refutation of Calvin- 
ifm*, Our opinion of it was fixed foon after its ap- 
pearance, and it will be feen, in the number which 
appears with this preface, that we have found no rea- 
fon to waver in it, or to vary from it, to the very 
clofe of our abridge thent oranalyfis. It is altogether 
fuch a work as the church muft welcome with exulta- 
tion ; and, could prejudice ever be conquered by ar- 
gument, would finally extinguifh the controverfy. 
The herefy, however, which may linger for a time, 
muit at length expire, and the juftice of heaven be 


eftablithed. So {kilfully has this able prelate been 
employed, 


«¢ To vindicate the ways of God to man.”’ 


That we fhould be prepared to follow this work, 
with the mention of others equally important, can- 
not be expected. No hiftory can be compofed en- 
tirely of great events ; and affairs of lefs comparative 
moment may well deferve to be recorded. We 
ceed, therefore, to our friend Dr. Hales, in whom 
we readily acknowledge a ftaunch friend to religion 
and the church, though, in his Difertations + on cer- 
tain Prophecies, there are feveral paffages intended 
to be fevere upon us. We have no fcruple, how- 
ever, cordially to recommend thofe differtations. 
The disjecti membra Pali, Paley’s Sermons and Trads f, 
mutt alfo be diftinguifhed ; though the fpirit of trade 
may have involved them with fuperfluous additions. 
Like Ainéas emerging from the cloud, Paley appears 
with dignity, whenever he appears at all; and a vo- 
lume that completes his works will rife with its own 
buoyancy, however loaded by the publifher. Mr. 


* No. V. p. 433. -VI.578. tNo.I.p.55. tNo. II. 
185. 
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Carwithen’s Bampton Lectures * carry us to Hindoftan 
for fome confirmations of true religion; and that ; 
preacher’s views of the Brahminical doétrines, if not 
new, are ufeful and well arranged. In Smith's Effays ' 
on the firft Principles of Religion t, as well as in the 
former volume long ago noticed {, are many things 
extremely found and valuable, fo many as by far to : 
outweigh the lefs fterling materials, and to form a 
work, on the whole well deferving our recommenda- 
tion. Another fecond volume alfo received our 
praifes, as equal at leaft to the firft, if not fuperior ; 
we {peak of the Pradical Sermons of Mr. Theophilus 
St. Fobn, difcourfes of much perfuafive eloquence, 
and of principles truly found§. The Praéical Ser- 
mons of Dr. Rees ||, though not deficient in merit, 
are by no means equally to our tafte; practice being ce 
there, in our opinion, rather too much difunited from 
doétrine. Of a Chriftian’s Survey of the Events and | 
Periods of the World, we fpoke ftrongly, though . 
briefly, becaufe it is one of thofe few books in which 
the value bears the beft proportion to the fize, that of 
excefs; compreffing more inftru¢ctive matter, and the 
refult of more reading and thought, within a few fmail 
pages, than can be found in many bulky folios. As 
an introduction to more profound and important 
works, we cannot but fpeak well of Mr. Wil/on’s 
Letters on the truth, Se. of Religion**, A book that 
ferves as a ftep to Butler’s admirable analogy, may be 
lefs thumbed, probably, than the fchool-boy’s book i 
that profeffes to lead to Parnaffus, but it conduéts to 7 
a better hill, and a more effential knowledge. The 
excellent Liturgy of our chureh has been tranflated, as 
it ought, into almoft every principal language, but 
it has not always met with jultice, and the old French 
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* No, Il. p.181. + No. IV. p. 386. {£ Vol. xxxi. p. 627. 
Ea Vol. xxii. p. 248, and No, JIL. p. 257 of this. || No. 
I, p. 618, @ No, VI. p. 638.  ** No, III. p. 306. ‘ 
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tranflation was perhaps, of all others, the moft defi- 
cient in neatnefs and propriety. We feel therefore 
particular fatisfaction in recommending the new tranf- 
lation by Mr. Abauzet*, which gives not only a 
faithful, but an elegant view of the original; and, in 
general, the beft French verfion of the fcriptural 
parts, infiead of one that was difgracefully imperfect. 
We have feldom, in thefe recapitulations, mingled 
the accounts of Charges and Sermons, with thofe of 
larger. volumes, though well aware that they may oc- 
cafionally have even fuperior value and importance. 
Still they have different characteriflics, and form moft 
properly a feparate clafs. In this enumeration, the 
Charges of the Bifhops of London and Durham, firtt 
demand our attention; the former T comprifing a 
mafterly view of the errors and exigencies of the 
times, mingled with other matter, of primary im- 
portance to ‘the church; the latter { completing the 
confideration of the great catholic controverfy, which 
the venerable author had long ago taken up §, and 
fhowing on what terms the two chief communities of 
Chriftians might poffibly be reunited, after a fchifm 
of more than two centuries. That fuch an event is 
yet probable, we are not prepared to fay, but, that 
the probabilities are gradually increafing, 1s what we 
delight to think and hope. In the Bi/hop of Lich- 
field’s Sermon}! before the Houfe of Lords we have 
found hiftorical obfervations on the nature of political 
revolutions: with a true and important remark that 
their character depends much more on the religious 
fentiments and feelings of a people, than on that to 
which it has generally been afcribed, their progrefs 
in general civilization. Some valuable remarks on 
education occur in the Bifbop of Hereford’s Sermon |, 


* No. V:; p. 530. + No. I. p. 46. t No. II. p. 149. 

§ See Vol, xxxiii, p. 369. ‘|| Ne. v. p. one d No. V. p. 
527 

at 








x PREFACE, 


at Bow Church; and particularly the benevolent idea 
of extending its econien to the negroes, demands our 
obfervation and praile. In Mr. Cockburn’s Faft Ser- 
mon *, the caufes of the late political vifitations of Eu- 
rope are examined with a fcrutinizing eye ; and in that 
of Mr. Nares +, the one great caule of our providen- 
tial prefervation, our foundnefs in the PRoTEsTANT 
Faira, is diftinétly and ftrongly marked. Mr. W. 
Vanjfittart’s difcourfe on the 149th Pfalm }, is critical 
and learned, as are his fubjoined remarks on the Le- 
viathan of Job. Mr. Gifborne and Mr. Cooper have 
both given their ideas of a truly faithful minifter, in 
their pictures of their friend Mr. Stubbs §, whofe ex- 
ample might have been in- fome degree loft, had it 
been ftated with lefs ability and knowledge. The 
importance of the great facrifice of the eacharift is 
moft clearly and accurately fhown by Dr. Pear/on, in 
a Sermon || preached at Cambridge, to which place its 
circulation will by no means be confined, if our re- 
commendation can have any effect. The fufferings 
occafioned at Bofton and the neighbouring parts of 
Lincolnfhire, by the extraordinary tide and inunda- 
tion of November 1810, have called forth many ef- 
forts of chriitian zeal and benevolence to counteract, 
in fome degree, the magnitude of the evil; and to 
contribute fomething further on our parts towards 
this defirable end, we here recommend once more 
the difcourfe of Dr. Hutton |, in which the whole is 
ably ftated and explained; with fuitable exhortations 
to awaken fympathy and charity. 


METAPHYSICS. 


The philofophy of the human mind, the moft ufe- 
ful part ae Metaphyfics, approaches to divinity in 


* No. I. p. 84. + No. V. p. 475. {t No. II. p. 196. 
§ No. III. p. 309, and V. p. 528. || No. V.p. 529. No. 
II. p. 197. See alfo the saad vicar of Bofton’s account of the 
fame calamity, No. 1V. p. 415 
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many points of reference, or is unnaturally disjoined 
from it, by combining with fceptical fpeculation.— 
Mr. Dugald Stewart, however, in the part of his 
Metaphyfical Effays*, which we have hitherto exa- 
mined, is emplayed principally in afcertaining the 
fources of human knowledge ; and in difcuffiug the 
opinions of Locke, Berkeley, Hartley, and others, 
The work appears fo far not unworthy of the efta- 
blifhed fame of the author, but we fhall further cha- 
racterize it in our next preface, as our account of it is 
not yet concluded. Concerning the work of Profe/- 
for R. Scott, on Phyfical and Metaphyfical Sctence +, 
we did not, on the whole, think quite fo favourably, 
but it is at the fame time not without merit, and as 
the ingenious author is now no more to remonftrate 
would be ufelefs. Two works founded on Locke’s 
Effay were announced by us at once, the one an 
abridgment, the other an analyfis. The former 
which is anonymous, exhibits a very faithful fum- 
mary of the doctrines of the original; the latter, by 
the Rev. Dr. Oliver §, contains a feries of very ufe- 
ful inftructions for ftudying Locke’s effay with advan- 
tage. It may happen, not improbably, that fome 
minds will derive more benefit from the one, and 
fome from the other; but both may fafely be com- 
mended as valuable introductions to this branch of 
{cience. 


EpDvUCATION. 


The Strifures of Mr. Cockburn || on Clerical Edu- 
cation at Cambridge, and the improvements which 
he wifhes to introduce, well deferve confideration ; 
and the more fo, as they are. written with a temper 
and prudence, which have no tendency to give pain, 


+ No. II. p. 138. No. I. p. 51. 


* No, VI. P. 537° 
IV. p.4r6. 
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or to provoke oppofition. Uctility is clearly the ob- 
ject of the author, and that fort of utility, if we may 
be allowed the exprefiion, which is moft ufeful. On 
the particular frudy of the law *, we have an anony- 
mious tract of confiderable utility, and though ad- 
dreffed particularly to clerks, in an inferior branch of 
the profeffion, fit rather to be ajplied to the higher: 
On the frudies important to the female fex, Mrs. Coc- 
kle + writes with ability, improved by practice and ex- 
perience ; and Mr. Crabs, with more of icholaftic 
learning, compiles very ufeful books for pupils of all 
kinds t. Mr. Le Vaffeur § and Mr. Keegan ||, take 
different methods of improving their pupils in French, 
and both may probably be fuccefsful; while M4. 
Haffell very clearly exhibits the whole procefs of 
forming a water-coloured drawing, in a tract which 
he calls The Speculum. All thefe works have me- 
rit, in their various ways, and may be ufed with ad- 
vantage to the ftudents. 


LITERATURE, 


We rife, however, toa higher clafs of inftruc- 
tions, when we employ the title here prefixed. Dr, 
Burney’s very learned and laberious work on the me- 
tres of Aifchylus **, is an effort, fuch as few fcholars 
are capable of making, towards illuftrating a very 
ob{cure branch of literature. If ever we are to be 
made acquainted with the choral meafures of anti- 
quity, it muft be by fimilar labour beftowed upon the 
other tragic writers. Conneéted both with Greek 
and Roman literature, though with a very different 
branch of them, is Mr. Combe’s account of the Terra 
Cottas in the Britifo Mufcum ++ ; the merits of ancient 















*No. IV. p. 418 + No; III. p. 303. t See his Pre. 
ceptor and Pupils, No. II]. p. 304. - § No. I. p. 84. _ || No. 
III. p. 203. @{@ No. I. p. 89. ** Tentamen de Metris 
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artifts, with many points in the mythology which 


they employed, are there pointed out, with clearnefs 
and propriety. The variety of literary entertainment 
provided in the Claffical Fournal*, muft, we fhould 
think, fecure its popularity, if any thing like popu- 
Jarity can belong to a publication fo far above the tafte 
and comprehenfion of the multitude. But a very ex- 
tenfive clafs of readers will certainly welcome Mr. 
Dibdin’s moft amufing and ingenious Bibliomania + ; 
feldom have we feen in a fingle volume, fo much gra- 
tification of literary curicfity, conveyed in a ftyle as 
lively as this book is ingenious. We truft that our 
recommendation will here entirely coincide with the 
feelingsof the public. — - 


PHILOSOPHY. 


We are almoft tempted to add to the preceding 
head, the books we had noted down for this, fince 
the greater part of them are particularly calculated to 
affift the learner in his progrefs to the fciences to 
which they belong. This may, with the greateft 
truth, be faid of the two works. by Mr. Parkes, his 
Chemical Catechi/m J, and his Rudiments of Chemiftry§: 
the latter, in particular, is fuch an introduction, in 

oint of clearnefs and precifion, as very feldom has 
been produced in any fcience. The other, which 
was firft publifhed, has the fame general character- 
iftics, but being more extenfive in detail and experi- 
ments, is calculated rather for the more advanced ftu- 
dent. Very much of this nature is Captain William- 


fon’s book, entitled Mathematics fimplijied\|, except 


that inftead of teaching the fcience, it is rather in- 
tended to enable the unmathematical operator to do 
without it. It may, however, convey much bene- 
ficial information. Mr. Dealtry’s work, entitled, 

* No. IIT. p. 276. + No. VI. p. 601. t No. IV. 


p. 401. § No. VI. p. 632. | No. III. p. goo. 
| Principles, 
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Principles of Fluxions *, is, on the contrary, exprefsly 
prepared for academical ftudents, and is fo prepared, 
as to form one of the beft elementary works that we 
have feen. On the Economy of Fuel, Mr. Buchanan + 
Jays down principles, and propoles expedients which 
promife ereatly to enlighten the minds of thofe who 
are interefted in it; nor canit be denied that the pub- 
lic at large is much interefted in every thing that tends 
to abridge the general confumption of that moft ne- 
ceffary article. Mr. Cro/sfeld’s Calendar of Fiera f, 
is an excellent manual for {tudents in botany, though 
not exclufively prep “, forthem, but likely to be 
generally acceptable to Eneltth Btan (ts. 


History. 


When we fpeak of Hiftory, on the prefent occa- 
fion, we are confcious that we have no great hiftorical 
work before us, to which we can call the attention of 
our readers; we muft be content with one or two that 
are illuftrative. Of this kind are the State Papers of 
Sir R. Sadler, a ftatefman employed in many offices 
of truft under Henry the VIlIth. and Elizabeth §.— 
Thefe papers, edited by Mr. Walter Scott, contain 
many original documents, and are ably illufttated, 
when neceflary, by the editor. Cromwelliana \, col- 
le&ted chiefly from the newfpapers of Cromwell's 
time, by the editor, Mr. Stace, anfwer the purpofe 
of bringing together many forgotten facts, and will 
be confulted with pleafure by the curious. Stockdale’s 
Hiftory of Inquifitions |, partly compiled from a French 
work, contains a melancholy picture of human fuffer- 
ings, and the triumphs of the moft furious bigotry. 
To read fuch works for warning may be ufeful and 
even necefflary; for pleafure they cannot be read. One 


* No. V. p. 486. + No. VI. p. 634. t No. I. p. 8e. 

§ No. III. p. 209, and V. p. 478, | No, IIT. p. 302. 
Z No. yl p. 280. 
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or two hiftories lately noticed are almoft entirely mili- 
tary. Such are, the Sketch of the Campaigns in Por- 
tugal, by Sir Robert Wilfon*, and the Sketch of the 
Compete in Portugal +, a fhort but fenfible pamph- 
et, 


BIOGRAPHY. 


The Memoirs of Prince Eugenet, though clofely 
connetted with the preceding works, belong more 
properly to the prefent clafs. The warrior relates his 
adventures with livelinefs ; and is probably well wor- 
thy of credit, in ailthat he pofitively afferts. Biogra- 
phy never approaches {fo near to hiftory, as when it 
takes up the life of a great and eminent ftatefman, 
whofe aéts were thofe of the public, and whofe plans 
influenced the deftiny of nations. Such was the Life 
of Mr. Pitt§; andif Mr. Gifford’s account of it did 
not in all refpects meet our ideas of excellence, it is 
yet too important te be paffed in filence. The Life 
of Paley would have been more inftructive, had not 
Mr. Meadley ||, the author of it, been rather too 
anxious to make his hero the fupporter of his prepof- 
fefions. Dr. Beddoes was alfo a man of lively and 
original genius, and his life, by Dr. Stock, is in 
many refpects inftructive as well as curious. That it 
is in general accurate, and calculated to give a correct 
view of the fubject, accident enables us to teftify. 


TRAVELS. 


In this copious clafs, we have lefs, perhaps, than 
ufual, to bring forward, yet much that 1s meritorious, 
The remarks on Turkey and Egypt, publifhed by 


* No. IV. p. 362. +No.I.p.79. No. III. p. g15, 

No. I.p.1. II. p. rra. | No, IV. p. 321. q No 

I, p. 568, | 
Mr. 





PR E'F A’'C'E. 


. Hamilton, under the title of Aigyptiaca*, have a 
arcu and primary claim to our attention. Of this 
valuable wor k, only a firft part has yet appeared, but 
a part much more important than many complete 
works, and we wait, with earnett expectation, for 
the continuation of a work, which promifes to throw 
more light upon the fubjeét than any which has hi- 
therto appeared, either here or on the continent. The 
View of Spain, publifhed by Alexander Laborde, and 
noticed by us in an Englifh tranflationt, may be con- 
fidered as an official work, publifhed under the fanc- 
tion of the French government. ~The author was 
evidently fupplied with money and other means for 
carrying on all neceflary enquiries; and as the objeét 
was then to conciliate Spain, it teems not with thofe 
mifreprefentations, which, under oppofite circum- 
ftances, would probably have difgraced it. The view 
taken by our countryman, Mr. “acob, is rhuch lefs 
extenfive; his Travels ¢ confit of letters, written by 
him during a refidence of fix months in Spain, the 
matter of which is drawn in part from books, and in 
part only from perfonal obfervation. A fmaller ac- 
count of the fame country, by Mr. Semple, which he 
call his Second ourney in Spain §, has livelinefs and 
originality to recommend it, with fome characteriftic 
prints. On the land of "Madeira, Dr. Gourlay | 
writes with the intelligence of a phyfician and a natu- 
ralift, and has produced an inftructive, though not an 
extenfive volume. Lord Elgin’s thin volume on his 
Purfuits in Greece | offers little more than a narrative 
of the means employed by him to obtain his noble 
collection of Greek fculpture now in London. The 
republication of Lord Valentia’s interefting volumes**, 
in a fmaller fize, and with fome judicious retrench- 
ments, will be acceptable beyond doubt, to many 


* No. I. p. 27. + No. ITI. p. 284.  } No. V. p.514. 
§ No. I. p. 71. | No, VI. p. 558. @ No. V. p. 457- 
** No. V. p. 523. 
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purchafers. Mr. De Luc’s Geological Travels *, in 
the north of Europe, are confined almoft entirely to 
the philofophical objects of his purfuir, and will be 
followed before long by more refearches of the fame 
kind. The enlightened zeal of that veteran philofo- 
pher for obtaining by obfervation the true natural 
hiftory of our globe, deferves the higheft commenda- 
tion, and will rank him always among the moft accu- 
rate and uleful obfervers of his time; but his very ad- 
vanced age keeps us always in fome apprehenfion of 
an abrupt termination of his labours, which however 
Providence feems to defer, becaufe to live, and to 


labour for the beft purpofes, are with him fynoni- 
mous, 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


We can give no more appropriate defignation 
to Mr. Chatfeld’s work on Hindoftan, which he 
calls an Hiftorical Review}. Its objects are fo nume~ 
rous and fo ably purfued. We fhould not, however, 
omit to fay, that the chief points to which his atten- 
tion is directed are Commerce, Politics, Morals, and 
Religion. Among other works lately noticed in this 
branch of Literature, we muft mention particularly 
the continuation of Magna Britannia by Mefirs. Ly- 
fons t, containing the topography of Cambridge- 
fhire and Chethire: and conducted with the fame fa- 
gacity and fidelity which have marked their former 
accounts. ‘This part completes their fecond volume. 
The local hiftory of Oxford, by Mr. A, Chalmers §, 
is diftinguifhed no lefs for elegance than accuracy ; 
and is accompanied by prints which fpeak no lefs elo- 
quently to the eye than the author to the mind, It is 
already, as it could not fail to be, a very popular 
work. A fhort account of the Je of Man, by Mr. 


* No. I. p. 43. + No. II. p.97, and 1V. 333. 
t No,III. p, 227. § No. II, p. 127. 
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G. Woods *, is rather a guide for-travellers than a re- 
cular topography. Jt may, however, be found ufe- 
ful; and of a fimilar defcription 1s the fhort account 
of Shrew/bury +, at prefent anonymous, but which 
we hope to fee hereafter, both enlarged and diftin- 
cuifhed by the name of its evidently fagacious com- 
piler.. 


PoLITics. 


From the endlefs traéts of this clafs we fhall fele& 
only a very fmall number; and among them, with 
diftinguifhed commendation, Mr. Courtenay’s View 
of the State of the Nationt. We fay, with pride, that 
our opinions exactly coincide with thofe of this able 
writer. A tra€t entitled, a Regent not a King\, de- 
mands attention, though anonymous, and well ex- 
plains a fubjeét which has been, in general, but im- 
perfeéily confidered. In the Offrandes 4 Bonaparte}, 
feveral very curious pictures are given, Of what may 
be called the PsEupocracy of France; the novel 
phenomenon of a government fupported altogether 
by fyftematic lying. Mr. Faber’s tratt, which made 
a confpicuous part of this interefting collection, has 
fince been publifhed in Englifh q, as the others had 
before.. Dr. Duigenan, though always violent, is al- 
ways worthy of attention on the fubject of the Irith 
Catholics** ; but, what is more extraordinary, Dr, 
O’Conor, himfelf a zealous Catholic, has published a 
collection of traéts, which both perfuafions ought 
equally to refpe& and confider ¢+. Admiral Patten, on 
the fubjeét of national defence {f, is able, though by 
no means impartial. It is, however, extremely ad- 
vifable, that his views fhould receive a due confi- 
deration. 


* No. III. p. 315; + No. I. p. 80.  { No. V. p. 469. 
§ No. V. p- 521. ~=«i|| No. V. p. 488.  %@ See our prefent 
Number. ** 
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MEDICINE. 


We fhall briefly touch this fubject, and pafs on.— 
Dr. Cheyne’s volume on the Larynx *, Mr. Bell's con- 
tinuation of his great work on Surgery t+, Mr. Law- 
rence’s tranflation of Blumenbach’s Syftem of Compara 
tive Anatomy t, and Dr. Reid’s fhort tract on the 
Study of Medicine §, are all the works that we can at 

refent bring forward for diftinction ; and to fome of 
thefe objections may be made, which we fhall not 
here repeat. They are noticed in this place on the 
{core of their general utility. On the controverted 
fubject of the Ean Medicinale, recommended in Dr. 
Jones's tract, it is not yet fafe to pronounce a decided 
opinion. We have been cenfured by fome for what 
we did venture to fay; yet we {till maintain that ex- 
treme caution is neceffary in the ufe of a noftrum fo 
very violent, and fo little underftood q. 


PoETRY. 


In this clafs, we mutt felec&t even from our own fe- 
lections, left we fatigue our readers by too copious a 
lift. We fhall mention therefore only the moft re- 
markable. Thefe are, Wallace, by Mi/s Holford**, 
an hiftorical poem, of fingular merit: The Borough, by 
Mr. Crabbe ++, a work of fuch poetical power, as is 
very rarely produced: The Goblin Groom tf, by Mr. 
Fenwick, a jeu d efprit above the common clafs; and 
the Affociate Minfirels \, an anonymous collection of 
fmall poems, but marked with talent and poetical 
feeling fufficient to diftinguifh every coadjutor. A 


* No. Il. p.174. + Ne. V. p. 503. $ No. III. p. 321. 


§ No. VI. p. 656. | No. 1V. p. 374. { It is now 
reported that the ingredients of it are found to be opium and the 
veratrum album, *@ No. I. p. 3 t+ No, III. p. 236. 
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dozen, at leaft, of fmaller works, which we have 
more or lefs commended, we now pafs by for the 
fake of haftening to our conclufion. But we muft 
not omit to mention Mi/s Seward’s works, republifhed 
by Mr. W. Scott *, in which the judgment and good 
tafte of the editor are at leaft as confpicuous as the 
genius of the poetefs, 


MISCELLANIES. 


Here alfo we fhall by choice comprefs rather than 
dilate. Mr. Hatchard’s edition and tranflation of 
Richard of Cirencefier + is a valuable acceffion to Bri- 
tifh antiquities, but we had in this preface no head of 
Antiquitizs, The traétson the fubjeé& of the Ox- 
ford Controverfy t, are moft highly worthy of notice. 
Several republications of merit have alfo attracted 
our attention. Such as Evans's Ancient Ballads §, 
Dr. Clarke’s Edition of Harmer |, Mr. Blifs’s Edi- 
tion of Earle’s Microcofmographia q, and,.if we may be 
allowed to fay it, Mr. Nares’s Effays and Trafts **,— 
For other works, more or lefs commended, we mutft 
refer to our general pages, to which we-now difmifs 
our readers, for the thirty-feventh time. 





* No. V. p. 493. + No. II. p.176. } No. IV. p. 346. 
§ No. II. p. 105. | No.I].p.171. No, VE. p. 642. 
*® No, Il. p. 154. 
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